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Task:  Research Essay 

 

Question: Evaluate the view that the change to Castro’s Cuba was little more than a shift from 

one dictator to another. 

Word Limit: 1500 

 

Task 1 – Marking Guidelines 

Criteria  Marks 

 Addresses the question with a sophisticated and sustained discussion which demonstrates 
a comprehensive understanding of the issues raised in the question. 

 Presents a logical, coherent and well-structured response. 

 Supports their conclusions with relevant and accurate historical information. 

17-20 

 Addresses the question with a sustained discussion which demonstrates a well-developed 
understanding of the issues raised in the question. 

 Presents a logical, coherent and well-structured response. 

 Provides relevant and accurate historical information in their response. 

13-16 

 Addresses the question with a more narrative or descriptive response that fails to engage 
with the main issues involved in the question. 

 Presents a well-structured response. 

 Provides some relevant and historical information in their response. 

9-12 

 Presents a narrative or descriptive response that fails to answer the question with any 
relevance. 

 Presents an incomplete or disjointed response. 

 Provides some relevant and historical information in their response but lacking links to the 
issues. 

5-8 

 Attempts a narrative or descriptive response that may be only generally relevant to the 
question. 

 May be disjoined or very brief 

 Provides very little relevant historical information. 

0-4 

 

 


