
Question 

Assess how useful Source E would be for a historian studying the goals of the Big Three In creating 

the Treaty of Versailles. 

In your answer, consider the perspective provided by the source and the reliability of each source. 

 

 

Source E by John Maynard Keynes, written in 1920 gives us one official British perspective of the 

French Leader Clemenceau. Despite having an economic interest and being of British decent, Keynes 

perspective here is strongly pro Clemenceau, as seen by the comment, “most eminent member” and 

should be considered reasonably reliable as a source as he has no specific pro French bias and many 

of the comments he has made reflect common understanding of Clemenceau’s perspective. Keynes 

was also present at Versailles as the treaty was being formulated. Therefore we can conclude that 

this source is quite reliable and the information contained it can be taken with a reasonable level of 

authority. 

John Maynard Keynes is a significant Historical figure and so his perspective that Clemenceau was 

the most shrewd member of the big three is useful for a Historian but one can assume that other 

British officials shared his point of view. The source is also useful as it gives us a clear idea of the 

French attitude of loathing toward the Germans. In terms of the Goals of the Big Three in creating 

the Treaty of Versailles, this source is useful in confirming the hard-line attitude of Clemenceau and 

is evidence of the French goal to dictate terms to the Germans with no negotiation. The tone of the 

source is also useful as it suggests that Clemenceau’s goal would be to punish the Germans severely. 

 


