Overview of Bismarck’s Achievements
The War over Schleswig – Holstein

This was basically about flexing the army’s muscles to try and quell the domestic issues over King William’s desire to reform the army. Bismarck was showing them what an army could do. While he was at it, this created tension with Austria over the two regions. This tension was then useful in starting the war against Austria. Whether or not he planned this tension is a subject of much debate.
The War against Austria

This war was about the unification of Germany. The plan here was to get rid of a political rival and ensure that a unified Germany would be ruled by Prussia. This war helped bond together most of the northern German states into the new North German Confederation.

The War with France

This war was advantageous as it brought the southern states to depend on Prussia and its military strength. At the same time, Prussia annexed the provinces of Alsace and Lorraine. This war was successful, the southern German states joined Prussia and the German Empire was declared on 18th Jan 1871
Domestic Reforms

Bismarck strengthened the army by introducing conscription and ensured that all the armies of other German states were subservient to the Prussian army. He also overhauled the legal system and restructured the economy. 
The Kulturkampf

Bismarck was keen to ensure no other groups gained power within Germany. One of the groups he was concerned about was the Catholic Church. When Pope Pius IX declared himself ‘infallible’ Bismarck took this as a challenge to civil authority. He began to suppress the church through his anti-Catholic policy called, ‘the fight for civilisation’ or Kulturkampf. This policy gave the state complete control over both marriage and education. Bismarck also suppressed the Catholic press, confiscated church property and expelled a number of Catholics who opposed him. 

Bismarck vs. the socialists

Bismarck eventually turned his attention away from the Catholics and saw the Socialists as the new ‘enemy of the people’. To curb their activities he introduced ‘Anti-Socialist Laws’ which limited the freedom of the press, allowed an increase of police action against socialists and resulted in arrest or exile of many of their leaders. He further decreased the appeal of socialism by introducing some social insurance legislation to ease the economic and social distress of the German workers.
