Outline of Cuban Revolution Topic
Key Characters
· Fidel Castro

· Che Guevara

· Fulgencio Batista

Key Concepts

· Imperialism

· Communism

· Revolution

Background

· Monroe Doctrine

· Spanish-American War

· The Platt Amendment

Batista’s Cuba

· Corruption
· Puppet for America

· Latin Las Vegas

· Sugar work was seasonal

· Lack of political power for middle class

· Became very unpopular due to: dependence on US. Playground for the US. Seasonal work only. Widespread poverty. Lack of political reform.

The July 26 Movement

· Led by Fidel Castro
· Used Guerrilla warfare.

· Led what ended up to be a bloodless revolution to gain control of Cuba.

The Revolution and Castro in Power
· Consolidation: 

· July 26 members filled positions in Army and police force.
· Elections postponed.

· Other political party’s activities suspended.

· Media was nationalised.

· Strikes became illegal.

· Trade Unions absorbed into state labour organisation.

· Land reforms introduced.

· Rents reduced by law.

· Pro-Batista civil servants, academics and teachers dismissed.

· Batista’s supporters imprisoned and their property seized.

· Achievements:
· Better health services were established.

· Higher standards of living reached.

· Illiteracy was reduced from 25% in 58 to 4% in 1970.

· Education levels improved.

· By end of the 70’s Cubans had one of the highest standards of living in Latin America.

· Castro confiscated all US businesses and nationalised them. US put a trade embargo on Cuba which impacted their economy.

Cold War Tensions

· Bay of Pigs invasion.
· Castro was only seen by the Vice President when he visited the US.

· As the US got more suspicious of Cuba, they employed harsher economic sanctions against them. This turned the Cubans toward the Soviets.

The Cuban Missile Crisis

· Was more of a Cold War conflict. 
· Cuba was the meat in the sandwich of a US/ Soviet showdown.

