Year 11
Modern History

Introduction to the Year
Structure

Part I: Case Studies – 50%

At least TWO case studies should be undertaken.

ONE case study must be from Europe, North America or Australia.

ONE case study must be from Asia, the Pacific, Africa, the Middle East or Central/South America. 

Part II: Historical Investigation – 20%

The investigation can be integrated into any aspect of the Preliminary course and need not be completed as one project. It may be conducted individually or as part of a group. The investigation must not overlap or duplicate significantly any topic attempted for the HSC Modern History or History Extension courses.

Part III: Core Study: The World at the Beginning of the Twentieth Century – 30%

Students will investigate the Preliminary core study using a source-based approach.
Year Overview

Term 1 
- Case Study 1 – Decline and Fall of the Romanov Dynasty (6-7 weeks)

Term 1 
- Week 10 – Exams

Term 1 and 2
- Case Study 2 - The Cuban Revolution and its impact in Latin America

Term 2 
- Case Study 3 - Bismarck and the Unification of the German States
Term 2 
- Historical Investigation
Term 2 & 3
- Case Study 4 – The French Revolution or JFK (Probably JFK)
Term 3

- Core Study – The world at the beginning of the 20th century.

Term 3

- Final Exams.
Part I: Case Studies

Case studies are inquiry-based investigations into key features, issues, individuals, groups, events or concepts in modern history. They are oriented towards the problems and issues of investigating the past. 

Case studies in the Preliminary course are intended to provide students with opportunities to:

· study the various ways historians perceive, investigate, describe, explain, record and construct the past, the types of questions they ask, the explanations they give, the issues they raise

· describe, explain, understand, question, analyse and interpret sources.

Case studies provide a historical context within which students can learn about the methods used by historians and a range of specialists to investigate the past and develop the understanding and competencies that underpin subsequent studies across Stage 6.

The list of key features on page 16 provides the primary focus for the case studies. The other elements of the studies, the concepts, individuals and groups and events, are studied within the context of the key features.

Part II: Historical Investigation

The historical investigation is designed to provide opportunities for all students to further develop relevant investigative, research and presentation skills that are the core of the historical inquiry process. 

Students may:

· investigate a case study of their own, an aspect of a case study or an aspect of the Preliminary core study

· undertake the historical investigation individually or as a member of a group.

The historical investigation can be integrated into any aspect of the Preliminary course and need not be completed as one project.

Part III: Core Study: The World at the Beginning of the Twentieth Century

Students shall investigate the Preliminary core study using a source-based approach.

Sources are any written or non-written materials that can be used to investigate the past. Historians base their research on sources relevant to their inquiry. They analyse sources to discover if they hold any evidence that will be relevant to their particular historical inquiry. 

The evidence is the information contained in the source. Historians can retrieve it by asking relevant questions. Thus a source is not the same as evidence. A source becomes evidence if it is used to answer a question on the past. It may be evidence for one aspect of history but not for another. Some sources contain useful information but often not all the evidence that is needed in the inquiry.

Using sources is an important part of the process of historical inquiry. The historical inquiry process involves posing questions, finding information, assessing the reliability of sources, analysing and interpreting the evidence contained in the sources and publishing the findings.

By adopting a source-based approach to investigate the Preliminary core study students gain experience of working as historians. As well, they develop knowledge and skills to help underpin their investigation of the HSC core study.
