Timeline of Alliances

1871 – Germany defeats France in the Franco-Prussian war and takes Alsace-Lorraine.
1873 – Three Emperors League: Germany, Austria-Hungary, Russia.

1878 – The Congress of Berlin – Germany was forced to mediate between Russia and Austria-

Hungary in a dispute over the Balkans. Russia came out distrustful of the Germans. The Three Emperors League had been broken.

1879 – The Dual Alliance. An alliance forged between Germany and Austria-Hungary.

1881 – Second Three Emperors League: Germany, Austria-Hungary, Russia.
1882 – The Triple Alliance. Italy joined the Dual Alliance after conflicts with France.

1887 – The Reinsurance Treaty. Germany and Russia. Due to continued disputes between Russia 

and AH, Russia refused to renew the Three Emperors League. Bismarck’s response was to make a private ‘neutrality’ treaty with Russia.
1890 – Bismarck resigns after conflict with the new Kaiser, William II.
1890 – Without Bismarck, the new German Kaiser (William II) and his new Chancellor (General 

Count Leo von Caprivi) decide not to renew the Reinsurance Treaty with Russia. 

1891 – Russia and France agree to consult each other in the event of a threat to European peace

1894 – Dual Entente – Russia and France became official allies.

1904 – Entente Cordial – The French approached Britain and settled all outstanding colonial 

differences.
1907 – Anglo-Russian Entente - Britain and Russia resolved their differences over Afghanistan and 

Persia.

1907 – Triple Entente – France, Russia and Britain.

