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[image: image6.png]We have found concrete evidence of at least
eight plots involving the CIA [Central Intelli-
gence Agency] to assassinate Fidel Castro from
1960 to 1965 ... The proposed assassination
devices ran the gamut from high-powered rifles
to poison pills, poison pens, deadly bacterial
powders, and other devices that strain the imagi-
nation ... the CIA considered plans to under-
mine Castro’s charismatic appeal by sabotaging

An account of CIA surveillance of Castro

his speeches. According to the 1967 Report of
the CIAs Inspector General, an official
recalled discussing a scheme to spray Castro’s
broadcasting studio with a chemical ... similar to
LSD ... (another plan included) a box of cigars
soaked with a chemical which produced
temporary disorientation (or confusion) hoping
that Castro would smoke one before giving a
speech ... to destroy Castro’s image as ‘the





[image: image7.png]Beard’ by dusting his shoes with thallium salts
that would make his beard fall out. (This was to
be done) ... during a trip outside Cuba when ...
Castro would leave his shoes outside the hotel
room of his door to be shined ... abandoned the
scheme because Castro cancelled his trip.

From the Report of the United States Senate Select Committee

o Study Governmental Operations, November 1975 in
V Greer, Understanding World History, Heinemann 1994

Questions

Study Source 9.15.

a What actions are outlined in the source?

b Why were such activiies carried out?

¢ What does this source reveal about United
States-Cuba relations?




[image: image8.png]The Bay of Pigs invasion
On 15 April 1961, the American CIA flew two B 26

aircraft, painted in Cuban colours, over Cuba to
attempt to launch a bombing attack in order to destroy
Cuba’s small air force. At the funeral for those killed in
the raid, held the following day, Castro made the first
public reference to the revolution as being ‘socialist'.
Until this time, he had used the term ‘humanitarian’
or ‘nationalist’ to describe his aims for Cuba.

On 17 April 1961, about 1400 anti-Castro Cubans
who had been equipped and trained by the CIA in
Nicaragua and the Dominican Republic landed in the
Bay of Pigs in Cuba. Their aim was to be ready to start
a popular uprising against Castro. The CIA believed
that the guerrilla war, which they were certain would
be sparked by the invasion, would overthrow Castro’s
government. The CIA’s forces landed at the Bay of
Pigs and were quickly defeated. The invaders never
advanced past the beach and within forty-eight hours,

most were captured. They were later released in return
for medicines and baby foods.

The CIA did not realise the level of popular
support that Castro had nor the strength of his army.
This was an embarrassing defeat for the United States
government. Rather than overthrowing Castro, the
Bay of Pigs invasion rallied Cubans to support the new
government against the threat of a common enemy —
the United States, known as the ‘Yanqui.

For Castro, it became clear that the United States
was not about to accept his government. This drew
Castro closer to the Soviet Union and, in December
1961, he declared publicly that he was, as the United
States had suspected, a communist. This increased the
moral pressure on the Soviet Union to give aid to
Cuba (as a fellow communist country). Within Cuba,
90 000 ‘opponents of the revolution’ were imprisoned.
In October 1962, President Kennedy imposed a total
blockade of Cuba.
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A Cold War is a state of tension between countries in which each side adopts policies designed to

strengthen itself and weaken the other, but falling short of an actual hot war.

« A Cold War existed between the United States and the Soviet Union between 1945 and 1991.

« They were the two most powerful countries in the world during this time and less powerful countries
were allied with either one or the other. So the world was basically divided into two camps. One side
supported the communist Soviet Union and the other side supported the non-communist, or
capitalist, United States.

« Some historians call this a bipolar world.

Why was there a Cold War?

+ At the end of the Second World War, the United States and the Soviet Union were the most powerful
nations in the world.

+ The old ‘Great Powers' were weakened by both World Wars. Although they had joined together to
fight the Nazis during the Second World War, the economic and political differences between the
United States and the Soviet Union drove them apart immediately after the end of the war.

+ The United States wanted to create, defend and support capitalist and Western-style democracies.
This would be of economic benefit to them and ensure a stronger position against the Soviet Union.

+ The United States also wanted to stop Soviet power and influence (known as the policy of
containment).

« The Soviet Union wanted to spread communism.



[image: image10.png]CIA’s man at the bay of pigs

By John Barry
The three days of futile bloodshed haunted the
both of them — the CIA spook and the com-
mander-in-chief he despised, John F Kennedy.
“We both had scores to settle with Castro, the old,
bullet-scarred commando recalls from his home in
Tampa. ‘But I wasn't haunted in the same way
that Kennedy was. I had nothing to feel guilty
about.!

Such is Grayston L Lynchs way of explaining his
long, strange bond to a ... lost cause that began
thirty-seven years ago with the bloody, tragic,
history-altering Bay of Pigs invasion and continued
until 1967 in more than 2000 secret CIA raids on
Cuba from Miami.

Lynch was our man on Cuba’s Playa Giron
beach on April 16, 1961  the white, ‘Tex-Mex'-
speaking CIA agent who fired the first shot of the



